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AS they watched the rest of the college 
golf world commence the 2007-08 season, 
the UCLA Bruins sat back in Southern 
California, biding their time and biting 
their tongues. An unusual schedule had 
the fifth-ranked team in the preseason 
Golf World/Nike Golf coaches’ poll not 
playing its season-opener until Oct. 21, 50 
days later than NCAA men’s champion 
Stanford and four weeks after every other 
top-25 program teed it up.

Still, with two wins in two starts—after 
posting a six-shot victory at the Big Ten/
Pac-10 Challenge last month, UCLA 
knocked off Minnesota, Tennessee, 
Florida and Georgia Tech last week to 
claim the title at the Callaway Golf 
Collegiate Match Play Championship at 
Georgia’s Reynolds Plantation—the 
Bruins have learned good things, indeed, 
can come to those who wait.

“It’s been difficult because golfers are 
competitive by nature, and they want to get 
out there,” said Derek Freeman, as anxious 
as anyone to get started considering UCLA’s 
first event was also his debut as the Bruins’ 
head coach. “Plus they understood once we 
finally went out, they had to play well [to 
keep pace]. I’m very happy with how 
they’ve handled everything.”

Truth is the late start was by design. 
The fall quarter at UCLA didn’t begin 
until Sept. 27. The thought, said Freeman, 
was to create a compact fall schedule—
concluding this week when UCLA hosts 
the CordeValle Collegiate—that allowed 
players to recharge after playing in the 
summer while providing a window to 
evaluate the team’s strengths and weak-
nesses prior to the spring season.

“Lets play our tournaments, get going 
and be done. We can see where we are and 
then spend a couple months really ramping 

it up and get going so when we get to May 
and June, we’re playing our very best golf,” 
said Freeman, who first took his 10-man 
roster to Palm Springs in September for a 
week-long retreat that included a series of 
team-building exercises and fitness evalua-
tions. “That’s the whole reason why we’re 
doing everything.”

Senior Kevin Chappell, a second-team 
All-American in 2007 after posting the 
team’s low stroke average (71.5), noted that 
the down time was helpful, even if it meant 
hearing questions about whether UCLA 
could contend with Charlotte, Alabama 
and Georgia after each school started 
strong. “It’s hard to have to sit back, see all 
these teams play and not be able to com-
pare ourselves to them in competition,” he 
said. “But I think everyone has been able to 
take positives from it.”

The late start delayed the much antici-
pated debut of Philip Francis, the 2006 U.S. 
Junior champion touted as a national 

freshman-of-the-year candidate. After 
posting a T-13 finish at the Big Ten/Pac-10 
Challenge, Francis won all four of his indi-
vidual matches at Reynolds Plantation. “It’s 
been really, really fun to have such a highly 
recruited guy come in here and to see how 
our older guys respond,” Freeman said. “At 
the same time, he’s not afraid to take ideas 
and understand that maybe there is a dif-
ferent way of doing things.”

The extra time also helped Freeman 
transition into the top job after working as 
an assistant in Westwood last season. In 
maintaining continuity by keeping the same 
practice and workout routines, Freeman has 
emphasized that players focus on acting like 
professionals, on and off the course. 

“He’s holding us accountable and 
reminding us every day what we’re out 
here to do,” Chappell said. “If we all do our 
part and take pride in doing that every 
day, [wins] should take care of them-
selves.”                           —Ryan Herrington

■ Amateur Spotlight

All caught up
Despite starting the fall a 
month after some rivals, 
UCLA looks like a contender

TourTalk

Erik Flores and UCLA have two wins 
under rookie coach Freeman (left).

 Men’s Division I COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	P oints	 Last
   1. Georgia (11)	 580	   5
   2. Charlotte (7)	 575	   1
   3. Alabama (3)	 555	   2
   4. UCLA (3)	 510	 11
   5. Georgia Tech	 488	   4
   6. Oklahoma State	 480	   3
   7. Southern California	 454	   6
   8. Stanford	 389	   9
   9. Duke	 377	 13
 10. Florida	 328	 10
 11. Florida State	 302	   7
 12. Clemson	 293	 18 
 13. Auburn	 252	 12
 14. Chattanooga	 237	 16
 15. South Carolina	 222	   8
 16. Michigan State	 221	 17
 17. Wake Forest	 206	 14
 18. Pepperdine	 184	 24
 19. Texas Tech	 183	 21
 20. Penn State	 140	 20
 21. Lamar	 101	 19
 22. Indiana	 100	N R
 23. Tennessee	   81	 25
 	   Virginia Tech	   81	N R
 25. North Carolina	   61	N R
Also receiving votes: UCF, 52; E. Tenn. St., 49; 
Louisville, 46; Coastal Carolina, 26; Miss., 24; 
Wichita St., 18; UNLV, 17; Arizona, 16; Arkansas, 
16; Miss. St., 15; Arizona St., 14; Illinois, 13;  
Texas A&M, 12; Middle Tenn., 10; Oregon St., 9; 
San Diego St., 9; Washington, 8; Michigan, 6; 
Oregon, 6; SMU, 5; Texas, 4; Iowa State, 3; Kent 
St., 3; St. John’s, 2; Kentucky, 1; Oklahoma, 1; 
UAB, 1; UC Irvine, 1. Voting closed: Nov. 2.

Golf World/Nike Golf College polls
 Men’s Division II COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	P oints	 Last
   1. West Florida (2)	 277	   4
   2. St. Edward’s (2)	 262	   1
   3. Nova Southeastern (2)	 247	   5
   4. Sonoma State (4)	 244	   3
   5. Florida Southern (1)	 223	   2
   6. Barry (1)	 210	   6
   7. USC-Aiken	 205	   7
   8. Chico State	 189	   9
  	   CSU-Stanislaus	 189	 11
 10. Western Washington	 186	 10
 11. Columbus State	 158	   8
 12. Central Oklahoma	 154	 18
 13. Abilene Christian	 153	 12
 14. Valdosta State	 151	 15
 15. Armstrong Atlantic State	 150	 13
 16. Grand Canyon	 134	 14
 17. North Alabama	   98	 19
 18. Georgia College	   88	 16
 19. Washburn	   83	 17
 20. Hawaii-Hilo	   70	N R
 21. Belmont Abbey	   53	 20
 22. Cameron	   42	 T-22
 23. Northeastern State	   40	N R
 24. Lynn	   38	 21
 25. CU-Colorado Springs	   34	N R
Also receiving votes: Fla. Tech, 33; CSU-
Monterey Bay, 28; CSU-San Bernardino, 20; 
Lander, 20; Rollins, 19; Clayton St., 14; Barton, 13; 
Newberry, 10; Pfeiffer, 10; Findlay, 9; Indiana-
polis, 7; Ark. Tech, 6; UC San Diego, 6; Drury, 5; 
IUP, 5; Notre Dame de Namur, 4; Fairmont St., 3; 
St. Cloud St., 2; Wayne St., 2; Clarion, 1; 
Midwestern St., 1; Saint Martin’s, 1; St. Mary’s 
(Texas), 1.

Men’s Division III COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	P oints	 Last
   1. Methodist (6)	 342	   1
       Oglethorpe (7)	 342	   2
   3. Saint John’s (Minn.) (1)	 287	   4
   4. Huntingdon	 286	   5
   5. Rhodes	 264	 12
   6. Gustavus Adolphus	 261	   8
   7. Guilford	 251	   3
   8. Wisconsin-Eau Claire	 225	 14
   9. Nebraska Wesleyan	 199	 11
 10. St. John Fisher	 191	 17
 11. Illinois Wesleyan	 181	 13
 12. Allegheny	 175	 16
 13. Ohio Wesleyan	 166	   7
 14. Texas-Tyler	 165	 25
 15. Skidmore	 150	 10
 16. Texas Lutheran	 145	   9
 17. Centre	 129	N R
 18. Translyvania	 119	 22
 19. LaVerne	 114	   6
 20. La Grange	 101	 20
 21. Washington & Jefferson	   64	 24
 22. Emory	   58	 15
 23. Mary Hardin-Baylor	   55	 18
        Washington & Lee	   55	N R
 25. Olivet	   47	N R
Also receiving votes: Hope, 33; Central, 21; 
Otterbein, 21; Wesley, 18; Husson, 11; 
Middlebury, 9; Susquehanna, 9; DePauw, 7;  
St. Lawrence, 7; Salem State, 6; Texas-Dallas, 6; 
Carthage, 5; McMurry, 4; NYU, 4; Hampden-
Sydney, 4; Baldwin-Wallace, 3; Claremont-
Mudd-Scripps, 3; Trinity College, 2; 
Bridgewater, 1.

 Men’s NAIA COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	P oints	 Last
   1. Oklahoma Christian (4)	 169	   2
   2. Oklahoma City (2)	 164	   1
   3. British Columbia (1)	 157	   3
       Point Loma Nazarene	 157	   7
   5. Berry	 142	   5
   6. Wayland Baptist	 123	   4
   7. Johnson & Wales	 122	   6
   8. Texas Wesleyan	 107	 T-9
   9. Lindenwood	 104	 11
 10. Victoria	 101	 T-9
 11. St. Ambrose	   88	 12
 12. Lee	   75	 14
 13. Lindsey Wilson	   67	 T-20
 14. Mobile	   60	 T-20
 15. Campbellsville	   59	N R
 16. Northwood (Texas)	   57	   8
 17. Malone	   55	 13
 18. Rocky Mountain	   53	 17
 19. Davenport	   48	 25
        Lewis-Clark State	   48	 15
 21. Concordia (Ore.)	   40	N R
 22. CSU-East Bay	   38	N R
 23. Webber International	   35	 18
 24. CSU-San Marcos	   29	 16
        Shorter	   29	 24
Also receiving votes: California Baptist, 25; 
Bethany, 22; SCAD, 19; Thomas, 15; Warner 
Southern, 12; Southern Nazarene, 11; William 
Woods, 10; Bethel, 8; Embry-Riddle, 6; Grand 
View, 5; Marian (Ind.), 4; Ohio Dominican, 4; 
Oklahoma Baptist, 3; Concordia (Calif.), 2; 
Olivet Nazarene, 1; Southwestern (Kan.), 1.

Short Game
Ending the 
fall in Hawaii 
proved fruit-
ful for the 
UCLA 
women, who 
claimed the 
team title at 
the Kent 
Youel 
Invitational in 
Honolulu with a 17-over 881, four 
strokes better than Pac-10 rival 
USC. Bruin junior Tiffany Joh 
(above) and freshman Maria José 
Uribe shared medalist honors with 
matching one-over 217s. … One 
week after missing the cut at the 
PGA Tour’s Ginn sur Mer Classic 
at Tesoro, Louisville senior Derek 
Fathauer cruised to a five-shot victory 
at the UNCG Bridgestone Golf 
Championship in Greensboro, N.C. 
Fathauer shot a 10-under 206,  
closing with a 67-68, to also help 
the Cardinals claim the team title 
at Forest Oaks CC, beating 
Mississippi State by three strokes. 
… The Texas Tech men earned 
their third fall title with a four-
stroke victory over UT-Arlington at 
the Herb Wimberly Intercollegiate 
in Las Cruces, N.M., shooting a 21-
under 831. Red Raider freshman 
Sergio Franky was medalist after 
shooting a final-round 65 and an 
11-under 202 overall at the New 
Mexico State GC. 

Players of the week
Brent Long, Western 
Kentucky
The senior’s third fall win 
came in record-setting 
fashion as he shot a 
school-best 16-under 
200 to win the UTSA 
Roadrunner Invitational. 
Long’s one-stroke victory 
came after a final-round 63..

Katie Kempter, Denver
After tying her career-
best with a first-round 
67 at the Las Vegas 
Collegiate Showdown, 
the junior shot 69-72 at 
Angel Park GC for an 
eight-under 208 and her first 
full-field college win. The Pioneers won 
the team title, beating Arizona by 11. 
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