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THE members of the Charlotte men’s golf 
team aren’t household names around the 
Queen City just yet, despite winning their 
first two tournaments of the 2007-08 sea-
son. Still, after returning last week with 
arguably the biggest title in the program’s 
31-year history—a four-shot triumph in the 
Ping/Golfweek Preview at Purdue’s Kampen 
Course, site of next June’s NCAA 
Championship—the 49ers had become 
campus celebs. When seniors Andrew 
DiBitetto and Jonas Enander Hedin weren’t 
receiving a standing ovation in their mana-
gerial communications class, thanks to a 
thoughtful professor, the two were running 
into a knowledgeable cashier at the local 
Harris Teeter grocery store.

“She said, ‘You guys play for the golf team, 
don’t you? You guys are pretty good,’ ” 
DiBitetto recalled. “It’s definitely very fun to 
be in this environment.”

Truth is, Charlotte’s strong start shouldn’t 
be turning many heads. Returning four of 
five starters from the team that finished T-3 
at nationals last June, fifth-year coach Jamie 
Green’s squad ranked 10th in the Golf World/
Nike Golf preseason poll. Moreover, in each 
of the last two seasons, the team had won its 

fall opener while earning 13 titles overall 
since fall 2004.

“If you look at the guys playing on the 
golf course, and they’re the ones that make 
up the school’s name, I don’t think there 
should be a whole lot of surprise,” said Green 
regarding his team’s beating 12 other top-25 
programs at the Preview. “I think these guys 
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With two wins to start the fall, 
Charlotte is proving it belongs 
among the national elite
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can play with anybody on any course.”
Distinguishing the 49ers from other 

mid-major conference schools that have 
made noise nationally in recent years is their 
overall depth. Of the top six returning play-
ers, the highest scoring average from a year 
ago was 73.45, the only one higher than 73. 
During qualifying for the season-opening 
Scenic City Invitational, sophomore Corey 
Nagy and junior Stefan Wiedergruen were 
fourth and fifth with only the top three 
guaranteed a spot in the lineup. Green 
picked the two players, who then finished 
first and second in the event. 

Twelve days later at the Preview, 
Wiedergruen shot a final-round 68 (and a 
seven-under 209 overall) to win by two 
strokes over Enander Hedin and Minnesota’s 
Victor Almstrom. “The team camaraderie 
is very good,” Wiedergruen said. “We have a 
lot of fun. We all know what we want to 
achieve, and I think we’re excited about the 
possibilities.”                    —Ryan Herrington

Wiedergruen (left) has helped 
the 49ers win their 12th and 
13th titles this fall under Green.

There’s more than a tournament title at stake when the AJGA 
closes the 2007 season in Stillwater, Okla., with the Ping 

Invitational Oct. 6-8. Both the boys and girls player-of-the-
year awards remain up for grabs. 2005 winner Peter 
Uihlein (left) could become the first to earn the boys 
honor twice but not in successive years with his win and 
six top-5s in ’07, but he has Morgan Hoffmann (2 wins, 3 
top-10s), Wesley Graham (5 top-10s) and Bud Cauley 
(3 top-5s) close behind. As for the girls, it’s even tighter. 

Mina Harigae’s U.S. Public Links title looks nice, but POY 
criteria is results in junior events, bringing Kristen Park, 

Vicky Hurst, Kimberly Kim and Stephanie Kono into the mix.

  Forward Spin 

 WOMen’s Division I COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	 Points	 Last
   1. Duke (16)	 660	   1
   2. UCLA (10)	 647	   3
   3. Arizona State (1)	 614	   2
   4. Southern California	 601	   4
   5. Auburn	 540	   5
   6. Oklahoma State	 502	 11
   7. Arizona	 455	 13
   8. Florida	 439	 15
   9. Purdue	 430	   7
 10. Georgia	 415	   8
 11. Pepperdine	 365	   6
 12. Vanderbilt	 362	 10
 13. Wake Forest	 344	 14
 14. Tennessee	 333	 12
 15. Stanford	 278	   9
 16. Denver	 197	 18
 17. Notre Dame	 196	N R
 18. New Mexico	 172	 22
 19. Alabama	 161	N R
 20. BYU	 140	 16
 21. Michigan State	 116	 19
 22. California	 111	N R
 23. North Carolina	  85	 17
 24. Kent State	  78	N R
 25. Texas	  71	N R
Also receiving votes: Louisville, 69; LSU, 62; 
TCU, 54; Virginia, 52; Arkansas, 39; Oklahoma, 
39; South Carolina, 37; Washington State, 22; 
Kentucky, 20; Texas A&M, 18; Florida State, 13; 
UNLV, 11; Arkansas State, 4; Indiana, 4; SMU, 4; 
UC Irvine, 3; Colorado, 3; Baylor, 2; Idaho, 2; 
Iowa State, 2; Ohio State, 2; Central Florida, 1. 

Golf World/NGCA College polls
 WOMen’s Division II COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	 Points	 Last
   1. Florida Southern (13)	 394	   1
   2. Rollins (2)	 374	   2
   3. Ferris State	 348	   3
   4. Grand Valley State	 312	   7
   5. Barry	 311	   9
   6. Lynn	 295	   4
   7. Tarleton State (1)	 288	 10
   8. Nova Southeastern	 263	   8
   9. Drury	 239	   6
 10. Northeastern State	 222	 12
 11. West Florida	 217	   5
 12. Indianapolis	 196	 17
	   St. Edward’s 	 196	 11
 14. Florida Gulf Coast	 145	 13
 15. Nebraska-Omaha	 126	 20
 16. Western Washington	 123	 14
 17. Pfeiffer 	 119	 15
 18. Western New Mexico	 111	 16
 19. Upper Iowa	 108	N R
 20. Northern Kentucky	    91	N R
 21. Southern Indiana	    88	N R
 22. Augustana	    73	 25
 23. Central Oklahoma	    62	 18
 24. Newberry	    60	 19
 25. North Dakota	    53	 23
Also receiving votes: Fla. Tech, 39; Truman St., 37; 
Chico St., 34; Minn. St., 31; Catawba, 30; St. Martins, 
29; Grand Canyon, 27; Cameron, 25; Tusculum, 
23; Northwood, 18; Winona St., 16; Concordia-St. 
Paul 14; So. Ill.-Edwardsville, 12; Findlay, 11;  
W. Texas A&M, 9; Dallas Baptist, 8; CSU-Monterery 
Bay, 8; Hawaii-Hilo, 7; St. Mary’s 7; Anderson, 1.

 WOMen’s Division III COACHES’ POLL

  Team (first place)	 Points	 Last
   1. Methodist (14)	 369	   1
   2. Gustavus Adolphus	 347	   3
   3. DePauw	 326	   2
   4. Saint Thomas	 322	   5
   5. Wis.-Stevens Point	 298	   9
   6. Southwestern	 291	   4
   7. Illinois Wesleyan	 283	   7
   8. Wartburg	 250	 10
   9. Olivet	 228	 11
 10. Otterbein	 225	 16
 11. Allegheny (1)	 221	 13
 12. Amherst	 172	 14
 13. Williams	 167	 12
 14. Wisconsin-Eau Claire	 149	   6
 15. Wisconsin-Oshkosh	 110	 17
 16. Franklin	 102	N R
 17. Hardin-Simmons	    88	 20
 18. Wisconsin-Whitewater	    86	 24
 19. Middlebury	    79	   8
 20. Mary Hardin-Baylor	    78	 18
 21. Wheaton	    77	N R
 22. Simpson	    68	 15
 23. Macalester	    48	N R
 24. McMurry	    45	N R
 25. St. Mary’s	    38	N R
Also receiving votes: Centre, 36; Ohio Northern, 
36; Illinois College, 36; Rhodes, 34; Loras, 32; 
Oglethorpe, 31; Augustana College, 29; UC 
Santa Cruz, 27; Carleton, 20; Wellesley, 19; Luther, 
18; St. Lawrence, 18; Texas Lutheran, 18; Buena 
Vista, 12; Central, 11; Mount Holyoke, 10; Tri-State, 
10; Millikin, 5; Vassar, 4; Hope, 1; Puget Sound, 1.

Golf World College 
Players of the week

Will Griffin,
Texas Tech
The 19-year-old sophomore 
from San Antonio birdied his 
final two holes at Shoal 
Creek CC in Birmingham, 
Ala., to post a final-round 70 

and grab a share of the individual title with 
UAB’s Brad Smith at the Shoal Creek 
Invitational. While carding a three-under 213, 
Griffin helped the Red Raiders earn their 
first team title since the Hyatt Plantation 
Club Intercollegiate in March 2006. It was 
Griffin’s second top-10 finish of the season 
after a T-6 at the Carpet Capital.

Dewi Claire Schreefel,
Southern California
Having gone winless since 
claiming her 2006 NCAA 
individual title, the senior 
from The Netherlands shot 
rounds of 68-69-67 at New 

Mexico’s Championship Course in 
Albuquerque to earn medalist honors by 
four strokes over Duke’s Amanda 
Blumenherst at the Margaret Branch NCAA 
Preview. It was the first time in Schreefel’s 
career that she had three straight sub-70 
rounds, and her 15-under 204 was one shot 
off the school record.C
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