
Birdies by Gator Todd and Matt 
Hughes in a team playoff completed 
Alabama’s come-from-behind vic-
tory at the Carpet Capital Collegiate 
Sunday. The defending tournament 
champs were seven strokes back of 
South Carolina entering the final day 
but shot a six-under 282—with 
Hughes posting a 67—to finish tied 
with the Gamecocks at five-over 869 
at The Farm GC in Rocky Face, Ga. 
Hughes, playing in his hometown, 
birdied eight of his last 10 holes to 
finish T-10. Georgia Tech sopho-
more Chesson Hadley claimed the 
individual title with an eight-under 
208. … Despite losing three All-
Americans from last year’s team, the 
Lamar men opened the fall with a 
victory at the Gopher Invitational 
Sunday. The Cardinals shot a four-
over 868 at Spring Hill GC in 
Wayzata, Minn., 22 strokes clear of 
Arkansas and Wisconsin. Casey 
Clendenon shared medalist honors 
with Wisconsin’s Danny Zimmerman, 
shooting a one-under 215. … 
Michael McCoy defeated Eoghan 
O’Connell, 4 and 3, to win the 83rd 
George A. Crump Memorial 
Tournament at Pine Valley (N.J.) CC 
Sunday. It was the third Crump title 
for McCoy in four years. Vinny Giles 
won the senior championship, beat-
ing Allan Small, 4 and 3. 

Short Game

winning it,” said Blumenherst, who also won 
the event two years ago. “I putted the ball 
well, and I made some long par-saves today 
to keep my round going.”

With Blumenherst having defined her-
self as among the most accurate golfers off 
the tee to compete at the collegiate level, 
the 20-year-old is gaining confidence on 
the greens, something her contemporaries 
have to be nervous about. Just how low 
she scores always has been based on how 
she’s putting, noted Duke women’s coach 
Dan Brooks this past summer, hinting 
that if Blumenherst’s putting stroke 
became more consistent the results could 
be scary.

While it was the same old, same old for 
Blumenherst, that wasn’t the case for the 
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■ Amateur Spotlight

Still the one
Blumenherst starts solidly with 
Mason Rudolph win while 
UCLA takes the team title

TourTalk

Golf World College 
Players of the week

Jesse Barnsley,
Pepperdine
The senior from 
Albuquerque played 
in front of a hometown 
crowd at the William H. 
Tucker Invitational and 

had fans cheering with a 12-under 204 
to win medalist honors by eight strokes. 
His first college victory also helped 
the Waves claim the team title.

Lisa Maunu, 
Notre Dame
While leading the 
Fighting Irish, which shot 
a school-best six-over 
870, to the team title at 
the Cougar Classic in 

Hanahan, S.C., the junior also broke 
ND’s 18- and 54-hole individual records 
with a first-round 66 and a six-under 
210 to win her first college event.

Blue Devils overall. Before even hitting 
their first tee ball last Friday, the three-
time defending NCAA champions had 
created a commotion by leaving junior 
standout Jennie Lee back in Durham, 
N.C. The two-time All-American failed to 
qualify for the travel team over sopho-
more Rebecca Kim and freshman Kim 
Donovan, who made their debuts in 
Duke’s starting five.

By tournament’s end, the T-31 and  
T-36 finishes from Kim and Donovan, 
respectively, (while senior Jennifer 
Pandolfi came in at T-28 and sophomore 
Alison Whitaker at T-54) weren’t enough 
for the Blue Devils to defend their team 
title. Instead Duke had to settle for a 
third-place showing, 15 strokes back of 
victorious UCLA and one stroke behind 
runner-up Arizona State. “We have some 
work to do on our games,” Brooks said. 
“That is a good thing. That is what you play 
tournaments in September for, so you know 
what you have to work on.”

Give credit to the Bruins, who broke 
par as a team all three rounds en route to 
a 13-under 851 and their first stroke-play 
victory since the Pac-10 Championship in 
April 2006. With four players—Tiffany 
Joh (T-3), Glory Yang (seventh), Maria 
Jose Uribe (T-10) and Sydnee Michaels 
(T-15)—finishing in the top 15, UCLA 
earned the title against what may turn out 
to be the strongest field of any regular-
season tournament in 2007-08.

Particularly impressive was the play of 
freshmen Yang, an AJGA All-American 
from Murrieta, Calif., and Uribe, the 
recent U.S. Women’s Amateur champion 
from Colombia, both making their colle-
giate debuts. The mood, meanwhile, was a 
far cry from a year ago, when coach Carrie 
Forsyth was struggling to bring her team 
together, much less fill out her line-up 
after the early departures of All-Americans 
Amie Cochran and Jane Park.

Moreover, UCLA avenged a bit of his-
tory at the Mason Rudolph. Five years ago 
the team held the 36-hole lead, only to let 
it slip away in the final round.

As for the Blue Devils, it won’t be long  
before they have another chance at the 
Bruins; the schools square off again next 
week in Albuquerque at the NCAA Fall 
Preview, along with the other nine teams 
in the top 11 in the Golf World/NGCA pre-
season coaches’ poll.

—Ryan Herrington

  Forward Spin 

TO concede Duke’s Amanda Blumenherst 
her third national player-of-the-year award 
after just one start in the 2007-08 season 
would be highly premature. It’s just that the 
junior from Scottsdale offered no signs she 
might become complacent with the college 
game at last weekend’s Mason Rudolph 
Women’s Championship outside Nashville. 
Posting three sub-70 rounds to win the 
individual title by four strokes over Arizona 
State All-American Anna Nordqvist on the 
Vanderbilt Legends Club’s Ironhorse 
course—where 10 of the nation’s top 11 
teams competed—Blumenherst grabbed 
her eighth career title, moved into second 
place on the Blue Devils’ all-time win list 
behind Mary Anne Widman’s 12 and 
looked as dominant as ever.

To wit: Blumenherst’s 13-under-par 203 
set the Duke school record for low 54-hole 
score in relation to par as she made 14 birdies 
and one bogey, the latter coming on the 
fourth hole of the final round. “I love this 
tournament, and I’m really excited about 

After holding last year’s Curtis Cup, Bandon Dunes Resort is 
the site of another USGA event when the 27th U.S. Mid-

Amateur Championship begins next week. Suffice it to 
say the 25-and-older crowd, led by 2006 champ Dave 
Womack (left), has been waiting with anticipation to 
hit the Oregon coast; the USGA received 4,426 
entries, the most in three years. The original Bandon 
Dunes layout hosts match play while the resort’s 
newest course, Bandon Trails, is the other stroke-play 
venue. It’s no secret how much the folks in Far Hills 

love Bandon Dunes. A successful six days will put the 
resort in line to host a U.S. Amateur. Simultaneously, the 

U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur will be held at Desert Forest GC 
in Carefree, Ariz., with Meghan Bolger looking to become the 

third person to successfully defend her title. 

Blumenherst’s 
eight wins is 
four off Duke’s 
all-time record. 
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